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DEMOGRAPHICS 

The Tupper Lake Fire Department, under the ownership of the Village of Tupper Lake, provides 

fire protection services to the Town of Tupper Lake, and a portion of the Town of Santa Clara and 

Piercefield.  The Town of Tupper Lake covers approximately 76,000 acres, all within the 

Adirondack Park System. 

City-Data.com, a web-based database 

contains significant information regarding 

Tupper Lake, NY.  We have copied 

excerpts from City-Data that we believe 

provide insight for our study.  These 

statistics can be used to understand 

population and business trends in Tupper 

Lake.  Equally important, however, is data 

that accurately represents seasonal or 

transient population, aka vacationers.  It 

has been estimated by local officials that 

the population of Tupper Lake actually 

doubles from Memorial Day to Labor Day 

yearly.  Below, please find several 

demographic indicators and the perceived 

affect they have on the Fire Department. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  Population in 2010: 3,667. 

  Population change since 2000: -6.8% 

  

Males: 1,812   (49.4%) 

Females: 1,855   (50.6%) 

MEAN HOUSING PRICES in 2009 

All housing units: $97,287 

Detached houses: $97,950 

Townhouses or other attached units: $82,352 

In 2-unit structures: $101,069 

In 3-to-4-unit structures: $83,713 

In 5-or-more-unit structures: $243,313 

Mobile homes: $71,044 

www.city-data.com/city/Tupper-Lake-New-York.html 



  Feasibility Study 
Tupper Lake Fire Department 

 

HUEBER-BREUER CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
Division of Fire Protection Services 

Fire Department 

Division of Fire Protection Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unemployment in March 2012: 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population change in the 1990s: -179 (-4.4%). 

Here: 10.4% 

New York: 8.7% 

For population 25 years and over in Tupper Lake: 

High school or higher: 77.7% 

Bachelor's degree or higher: 9.4% 

Graduate or professional degree: 2.4% 

Unemployed: 6.7% 

Mean travel time to work (commute): 14.1 minutes 

For population 15 years and over in Tupper Lake village: 
Never married: 27.7% 

Now married: 44.4% 

Separated: 5.0% 

Widowed: 7.8% 

Divorced: 15.1% 
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Earthquake activity: 
Tupper Lake-area historical earthquake activity is significantly above New York state 

average. It is 59% smaller than the overall U.S. average. 

 

On 10/7/1983 at 10:18:46, a magnitude 5.3 (5.1 MB, 5.3 LG, 5.1 ML, Class: Moderate, 

Intensity: VI - VII) earthquake occurred 20.3 miles away from the city center 

 

On 4/20/2002 at 10:50:47, a magnitude 5.2 (5.2 MB, 4.2 MS, 5.2 MW, 5.0 MW, Depth: 6.8 

mi) earthquake occurred 40.9 miles away from Tupper Lake center 

 

On 4/20/2002 at 11:04:42, a magnitude 4.1 (4.1 LG, 3.7 ML, Depth: 3.1 mi, Class: Light, 

Intensity: IV - V) earthquake occurred 42.3 miles away from the city center 

 

On 4/20/2000 at 08:46:55, a magnitude 4.0 (4.0 LG, 3.8 ML, Depth: 3.1 mi) earthquake 

occurred 22.2 miles away from the city center 

 

On 4/8/2003 at 15:06:14, a magnitude 3.7 (3.7 LG, 3.2 ML, Depth: 6.2 mi, Class: Light, 

Intensity: II - III) earthquake occurred 27.1 miles away from Tupper Lake center 

 

On 5/24/2002 at 23:46:00, a magnitude 3.6 (3.6 LG, 3.1 ML, Depth: 6.2 mi) earthquake 

occurred 43.4 miles away from the city center 
Magnitude types: regional Lg-wave magnitude (LG), body-wave magnitude (MB), local magnitude (ML), 

surface-wave magnitude (MS), moment magnitude (MW) 

   

Natural disasters: 
The number of natural disasters in Franklin County (9) is smaller than the US 

average (12). 

Major Disasters (Presidential) Declared: 5 

Emergencies Declared: 4 

 

Causes of natural disasters: 

Floods: 3, Storms: 3, Blizzard: 1, Earthquake: 1, Hurricane: 1, Power Outage: 1, 

Winter Storm: 1, Other: 1 

(Note: Some incidents may be assigned to more than one category). 
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The information contained within www.City-Data.com is pertinent to our study for the following 

reasons: 

Population:  The overall population in Tupper Lake is declining slightly.  While this is a typical 

trend for rural areas in New York state, it is not especially noteworthy in Tupper Lake due to the 

unique population explosion they encounter in seasonal residents.  The critical Fire, EMS and 

Police Departments must be maintained to meet the needs of the Community during the busy 

summer months. 

Home Sales:  The housing market shows dramatic changes in the median price since 2007 with a 

high of $115,000 to a low of $45,000.  This range is due to the relatively few sales each quarter.  

The spike of sales in 2011 was most likely spurred by the ongoing public forum regarding the 

development of a large Adirondack resort area in Tupper Lake. 

Unemployment:  Unemployment in Tupper Lake is following the same pattern as there rest of the 

United States.  While bad for the local economy, other communities have seen an increase in 

volunteerism, which would benefit Fire / EMS. 

Industry:  Construction is the strongest industry in the area.  This should equate to extremely 

competitive bidding on any project. 

Earthquake:  The earthquake date is relevant in regards to the potential design for any essential 

facility.  Careful analysis of structural design will be required to ensure our essential facility 

structures can withstand earthquakes similar to those experienced since 1983.  


